
Franklin Partners Announces Plans to Transform The Plaza in Clayton 
Into an Experience-Driven Workplace 

CLAYTON, MO (March 15,  2022) – Franklin Partners announced their plans today at The Plaza in Clayton, one of 
the most recognizable office buildings in the Clayton skyline.  The transformation that is underway recognizes today’s 
evolving office environment, placing priority on the tenant experience. 

Franklin Partners, a Chicagoland based real estate firm, acquired the 340,529 square foot Class-A, mixed-use 
development at 190 Carondelet Plaza in October, 2017.  “We are very excited to announce our renovation plans for The 
Plaza in Clayton”, said Ray Warner, Managing Partner, Franklin Partners. “ The property has historically been well 
occupied since its development in 2001.  With approximately 160,000 square feet available as of April 2023, a wonderful 
opportunity presents itself for the next generation of tenants to join us in what we feel will be a transformation 
renovation to this remarkable asset.  I believe the long-standing historical occupancy within The Plaza in Clayton is a 
testament to how special this asset really is.  As we turn the page in the storyline of this property, we enter into an era 
where the needs of tenants and their employees have changed. We have a very talented team with a remarkable track 
record of delivering a tenant experience dedicated to this redevelopment.”  

Approximately 20,000 SF of the property will be rebuilt, creating a variety of flexible, inspired spaces, designed by Wright 
Heerema Architects that provide a human-centric experience for employees.  The new amenities, branded as The Plaza 
Six, marry a traditional workplace with innovative spaces where tenants can collaborate, socialize and meet either in 
person, or virtually.   

Mark Palmer and Artie Kerckhoff with CBRE’s St. Louis office are the exclusive leasing agents for the property. 

“As companies roll out their return to office plans, amenities are more important than ever.  This exclusive, tenant only 
collection, checks all of the boxes, providing convenience, and newfound energy to the workday,” said listing agent, 
Mark Palmer, Senior Vice President, CBRE. “The location, the amount of space available, flexible floor plates and the 
unique mix of collaboration spaces focused on the tenant experience will help companies win over new generations of 
talent.” 

The new amenities at The Plaza will include: 

• Flexible spaces for working and socialization, private meeting rooms, two lounges, a game room, golf
simulator, and a fitness center operated by Arch Amenities Group

• A year-round roof top deck with a variety of seating options for small gatherings or larger events, complete
with a staging area, outdoor fire fixtures and yard games

• Tenant experience app to streamline the above amenities, allowing tenants to book conference rooms and
more

“We’ve enjoyed collaborating with Franklin Partners on this endeavor”, said Roger Heerema, Principal, Wright 
Heerema Architects.  “Every aspect of this redevelopment is designed to complement the existing architecture of 
The Plaza while enhancing the workday, with new beautiful spaces for collaboration, socialization and connection.” 

Since the purchase of The Plaza in 2017, Franklin Partners acquired 12800 Corporate Hill Drive, in Des Peres in 2018. 
After a substantial redevelopment that included a new multi-level parking deck, the property is now fully occupied 
by Centene Corporation.  In 2019, Franklin Partners acquired 12851 Manchester Road, also in Des Peres.  Originally 
constructed for AT&T in 1996, Franklin Partners, with Wright Heerema Architects, applied their thematic approach, 
honoring the properties original architecture and activating interior space with exclusive tenant amenities: an on-
site fitness center, Wi-Fi lounge, conference room and grab-n-go fresh market were added.  In February 2021, St. 
Louis based general contractor, McCarthy, announced it was relocating its headquarters to the property.  McCarthy 
collaborated with Franklin Partners to complete extensive interior and exterior renovations for their corporate 
headquarters.   
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About Frankl in  Partners  
Since 1995, Franklin Partners has focused on quality and innovation, impacting more than 50-million square feet of 
development, property management, and new construction.  Our portfolio spans, Illinois, Missouri, Michigan and Ohio 
with a focus on commercial office, industrial, and land development. We respect culture and innovation, and this 
mindset impacts everything we do. We work with the best industry experts and are motivated by what hasn’t been 

done yet, taking great pride in our hospitality-inspired property management to leading-edge development. 
 
About Wright Heerema Architects 
We will work hand-in-hand with you to design spaces that will help solve business challenges.  This starts with 
achieving a mutual understanding of not only what you seek, but why you seek it.  We bring together interior 
designers and architects on a collaborative team, believing the best ideas always surface when we work as 
one.  With respect for you and our colleagues, we engage in thoughtful listening and value the insights we 
gain from working collaboratively.  By considering your needs, aspirations and economics, we deign creative 
solutions that generate excitement.  
 
About CBRE Group, Inc. 
CBRE Group, Inc. (NYSE:CBRE), a Fortune 500 and S&P 500 company headquartered in Dallas, is the world’s 
largest commercial real estate services and investment firm (based on 2021 revenue). The company has more 
than 105,000 employees (excluding Turner & Townsend employees) serving clients in more than 100 
countries. CBRE serves a diverse range of clients with an integrated suite of services, including facilities, 
transaction and project management; property management; investment management; appraisal and 
valuation; property leasing; strategic consulting; property sales; mortgage services and development services. 
Please visit our website at www.cbre.com.  
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